120.   STATEMENT ON OPEN LETTER TO AKALIS*

POONA,

February 28, 1924

I have just read a paragraph in the news column of The Bom-
bay Chronicle of the 28th February about the Jaiton tragedy in
which it is suggested that my open letter to the Akali Sikhs is
based on wrong information supplied to me and that "in this res-
pect people mostly suspect Lala Lajpat Rai". In justice to Lalaji,
I wish to state that, before he saw me, I had read all I could
about the tragedy and that, when the telegram inviting me to go
to the Punjab was received, I had made up my mind, before
Lalaji had seen that telegram, that I should make some such state-
ment as ultimately I did make. As the telegram asking me to come
down and stop Akali Jathas was received from Zira and I did
not know anybody there and as I was anxious that the advice I
tendered should reach the Akali Sikhs as early as possible, I
adopted the method of the open letter. My letter was based purely
on the information gleaned by me from the'papers and the know-
ledge acquired by me after my release about the state of the spirit
of non-violence in thought, word and deed in the country. Lalaji
did see the letter and under his pressure I struck out a large
number of passages which otherwise I would have retained and
which were stronger than the final letter. Lalaji further pressed
me to end the letter at the clause advising the Akali Sikhs not to
send another Jatha before deliberation with non-Sikh advisers,
but as I felt that a general reference to the implications of non-
violence at this moment was of vital importance, I was obliged
respectfully to differ from Lalaji's advice and retained the passages
regarding non-violence,
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